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Abstract: 

Although the image of the Museum has 
witnessed remarkable changes in the course of 
its history, but the recent decades witnessed a 
wide development for the museum concept. The 
traditional picture remained 
relativelyunchanged and attached to its 
principal functions from acquisition up to 
display and accessibility. Thus, several decades 
ago, the museum definition has not witnessed 
any notable disagreement, even though its 
formation had been changed several times. The 
notable development that museums witnessed 
in the last quarter of the 20th century, and its 
increase in the last two decades, has placed 
museum experts in a huge challenge to produce 
a new definition. Consideration is given too to 
the notable change in international society and 
its impact on museums, and their developments 
usually indicate that any proposed definition for 
the museum might be unsuitable in few years 
later 

ICOM worked intensively to place a new 
definition that reflects the actual image of the 
museum today; the one, which is agreed on 
during the ICOM General Assembly in Prague 
on 24 August 2022. This paper discusses the 
concept of museum, the development of its 
historical image over the course of time. It 
captures its different  definitions with 
consideration to the historical contexts, pointing 
out the main factors which should be considered 
for the formation of the museum definition, as 
well as the ICOM philosophy and methodology 
to proceed and propose a new definition 
Key Words: Museum Definition, New 
Museology , Museum Role and Functions 
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.OÉ ed césliall eaël, 10 6 nle aulill pi 425 pue (05 198 5alls ll «ëll 
# SOARES, B. B. "The Invention and Reinvention of New Museology," New Trends in Museology, ICOFOM 
Study Series, 43a, 2015, 13-15. 
40 DESVALLÉES, À. & MAIRESSE, F., Key Concepts of Museology, Paris, 2010, 53ff. 


41 DESVALLÉES & MAIRESSE, Key Concepts of Museology, 53f. 
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#2 HUDSON, K., Museums for the 1980's: À Survey of World Trends, New York, 1977, 15. 
43 BROWN & MAIRESSE, The Definition of the Museum through its Social Role, 61, 3, 2. 
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RASHED M. G., “The Museums of Egypt Speak for Whom?”, CIPEG Journal 1, 2017, 1-11. 
ET Ye les ji apell r8)a1all «AU Ciljill, Cantal els dass saël) 
ICOM Definition, (1946-007); DESVALLÉES & MAIRESSE, Key Concepts of Museology, 5-58; BROWN & 
MATIRESSE, The Definition of the Museum through its Social Role,), 1-15. 


48 DESVALLÉES, & MAIRESSE, Key Concepts of Museology, 58; BROWN & MAIRESSE, The Definition of the Museum 
through its Social Role, 3, 1-15. 
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de Gall 4 Ci 35 af LS 4 Je Y Eli dis Cie AVS mai dun puis Alpes Ci grill 
Ciledipall (je qaxll 8 All Ga Spll da OI Vs Aile 4 aa (sil Gajll li Le pue 
ByS Blnss ali aie (Al LOS 

DB SJ Si de slige (633 6 1% eue OÙ Ce JS Giles ciel aile Glu ès 
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51 BROWN & MAIRESSE, The Definition of the Museum through its Social Role, 3, 3. 
52 BAZIN G., The Museum Age, New York, 1967, 7. 
5 VAN MENSCH P., Towards a Methodology of Museology. [Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis], University of Zagreb, 
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5% DESVALLÉES, & MAIRESSE, Key Concepts of Museology, 58. 
55 BAZIN, The Museum Age, 37-39; BAZIN, G., The Louvre, New York, 1958, 12; TAYLOR F. H,, The Taste of 
Angels: À History of Art Collecting from Rameses to Napoleon, Boston, 1948, 50-51; ALEXANDER E. P. & 
ALEXANDER M., Museums in Motion: An Introduction to the History and Functions of Museums, New York, 
2008, 24f. 
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5 VAN MENSCH P., Towards a Methodology of Museology, 231; MAROEVI, I, Introduction to Museology: The 
European Approach, Munich, 1998, 106. 
American Alliance for Museums (AAM), (August 25, 2021), 8. Accessed under: https://www.aam- 
us.org/ 
61 AMBROSE & PAINE, Museum Basics, 8 AAM (10 October, 2019). Accessed under: https://www.aam- 
us.org/2019/10/10/museopunks-episode-39-a-new-definition-of-museum/ 
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GICOM Statues, (1946), article IT, section 2. accessed under: 
http://archives.icom.museum/hist def eng.html 

65 [COM Statues, (1951), article IT: Definition. 

66 ICOM Statues, (1961), section II: Definition. Article 3 (doc. 67-73). 

&ICOM Statues (1961), section Il: Definition. Article 4 (doc. 67-73). 

68 ICOM Statues, (1974), section Il: Definition. Article 3 and 4. 

ICOM Statutes adopted by the 11st General Assembly (Copenhagen, Denmark, 14 June 1974) 

5 BROWN & MAIRESSE, The Definition of the Museum through its Social Role, 3, 6. De Varine, H, 
L'ecomusée singulier et pluriel. Un témoignage sur cinquante ans de Muséologie communautaire dans le 
Monde, Paris: L'Harmattan, 2017, 30-31. 
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7 ICOM Statues, (1995), article Il: Definition. 

72 BROWN & MAIRESSE, The Definition of the Museum through its Social Role, 3, 1. 

73 ICOM Statutes, (2007), article III: Definition of Terms: Section 1. 

HICOM Statutes, (2007), article IT: Definition of Terms, Section 1. https://icom.museum/en/standards- 
guidelines/museum-definition/ 

75 HENRY, J. M, "Collecting Tangible and Intangible Heritage in Museums in the United States," In 
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by Chung Y.S.S. et al, Paris, 2019, 93-100. 
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78ICOM. Museum Definition, (25 August, 2021). Accessed online under: 
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7 Cf. ICOM Code of Ethics for Museums, (2017); Lewis G., “The ICOM Code of Ethics for Museums. 

Background and Objectives,” In: Museums, Ethics and Cultural Heritage, edited by Murphy, place of 2016, 

45-53; EDSON, G., “Unchanging Ethics in a Changing World,” In Museums, Ethics and Cultural Heritage, 

edited by Murphy, Paris, 2016, 131-140. 
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80 ICOM Internal Rules, (2017), article 2.1.3 [amended on 9 June 2017]. 
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FOWLE, K., ‘Who Cares? Understanding the Role of the Curator Today’, In Cautionary Tales: Critical 
Curating, edited by Steven Rand, Heather Kouris, New York, 2007, 10ff. 
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Kampsand, H, & Weide, S. (eds.), The Social Significance of Museums, DSP-groep on behalf of the 
Netherlands Museums Association, 2011, 16-70ff; David Fleming, The Essence of the Museum: Mission, 
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88 BROWN & MAIRESSE, The Definition of the Museum through its Social Role, 3, 1-15ff. 
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Museum Definition, Prospects and Potentials Committee (MDPP), (2020). Accessed under: 
https://icom.museum/en/network/committees-directory/?type=140 
90 BROWN & MAIRESSE, The Definition of the Museum through its Social Role, 3, 7f. 
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